
MSHSL Football Charter 
Clinician Updates
RAOA Football Meeting – August 24th, 2022



MSHSL Mechanics Reminders

▪ Use the Mechanics Illustrated

▪ Meet with the Timer(s) Before the Game

▪ All 5 Crew Members Meet with the Head Coach Before the Game

▪ LOS Officials Always Switch Sidelines at the Half

▪ Umpire is in the Offensive Backfield on all Plays (except FG/try)



MSHSL Mechanics Points of Emphasis

▪ Scrimmage Kicks (Punts)
– LJ position releases at the snap, officiate players
– All positions need to cover their zone/area – BJ stay deep

▪ LOS Officials Stay Put
– A large %  of high school plays are within 10 yards of LOS

▪ Umpire Cover the Passer in the Left Side Zone 
– After he/she crosses your face
– Primary for roughing, pass/fumble

▪ Offensive Holding Needs to be Big
– Point of attack, material restriction, category



NFHS Mechanics Points of Emphasis

▪ Communication with Coaches

▪ Intentional Grounding 
– Know the free blocking zone (U & R)

▪ Free Kick Mechanics
– Doing well in Minnesota, continue to officiate players

▪ Timing Situations
– Timeouts (BJ help in red zone/GL)
– Football IQ needed



MSHSL Points of Emphasis

▪ Helmet Contact

▪ Targeting

▪ Illegal Personal Contact
– Unnecessary and excessive contact, blind side, peel back, hits on receivers

▪ Risk Minimization
– Playing to the whistle

▪ Uniform Issues
– Jerseys & t-shirts, towels, wristbands, play cards, eyeshields, backpads, 

kneepads



NFHS Points of Emphasis

▪ Sportsmanship

▪ Targeting/Defenseless Player

▪ Legal Uniforms and Equipment
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MSHSL Information

▪ Retention and Recruitment
– We need to keep officials, provide mentorship, recruit new

▪ Clinic Attendance
– Required every 2 years for postseason consideration

▪ Mechanics Videos
– Required for state tournament eligibility (all 5 crew members) begins soon

▪ Rules or Mechanics or Philosophy Questions
– I (Royce Ruter) am your first point of contact, then Mike Graf (SE Regional 

Coordinator) – Mike will go to MSHSL as necessary



RAOA Educational Opportunities

▪ Hudl Clips 
– Can be sent to me by anyone
– Hope to try more frequent weekly play(s) rather than longer single videos

▪ Weekly Quizzes
– Focused on rules and mechanics
– Assigned by week to a crew; rotation on the football page (raoamn.org)

▪ Likely Hudl Video Review, Possible Observations

▪ RAOA Position Training Groups


